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April 27, 2017 
 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on April 11, 2017, Halliday Pearson, P.Eng., of Baird AE 
Inc. filed with the Clerk’s Office the Reconsidered Repair and Improvement to the East 
McPherson Drain Report (Report) dated April 11, 2017 for the repair and improvement of 
the East McPherson Drain. 
 
A copy of the Report is attached hereto, including plans, Profiles, Assessment Schedules 
and meeting minutes. 
 
Council of the Town of Tecumseh will consider the Report at the following date, time and 
place: 
 
Date: Tuesday, May 23, 2017 
Time:  6:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
Place: Town of Tecumseh, Council Chambers 
 917 Lesperance Road 
 Tecumseh, Ontario 
 
As a landowner affected by these drainage works, your attendance is encouraged and 
requested at the meeting. 
 
Persons wishing to make comment at the meeting are asked to contact the Town of 
Tecumseh, Director Staff Services & Clerk, Laura Moy at 519-735-2184 [Ext 116]. 
 
For questions relating to the Drain and should you be unable to attend the meeting, a 
questionnaire is attached if you wish to provide any concerns regarding this project in 
writing.  
 
Please complete and send the questionnaire to the attention of the Drainage 
Superintendent, Sam Paglia at the contact information provided on the questionnaire. 
 

Laura Moy 
Director Staff Services & Clerk 

 
 
 

This document is available in alternate formats upon request. 
 

NOTICE OF RECONSIDERATION
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QUESTIONNAIRE – Reconsidered Repair and Improvement to the East McPherson Drain 
 
 

1. Please print your name ______________________________________________. 

2. Please provide your parcel address so that we may confirm you are affected by this drain. 

________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________. 

3. Please provide us with a current contact phone number where you can be reached 

___________________. 

4. Please provide us with a current contact email address where you can be reached 

___________________. 

5. Please provide us with your question or concern regarding the Reconsidered Repair and 
Improvement to the East McPherson Drain Report. 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________.(attach additional pages and photos if required). 

 
For further information on Municipal Drainage and the Rights and Responsibilities of the landowner, 
please visit the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food, & Rural Affairs website at 
www.omafra.gov.on.ca.  You can also view a Drainage Presentation on Municipal Drains located on 
the Town’s website at www.tecumseh.ca 

Please mail or email this completed questionnaire to the information provided below.  

Town of Tecumseh 
Attention: Sam Paglia, P. Eng. 
917 Lesperance Road 
Tecumseh, ON   N8N 1W9 
Phone:  519-735-2184 Ext 105 
Email: spaglia@tecumseh.ca 

 
Information collected will be used in accordance with the Freedom of information and Protection of Privacy Act.  Unless otherwise 
stated in the submission, any personal information such as name, address and telephone number and property location included in 
all submissions will become part of the public record files for this project and may be included in the final report. 
 

This document is available in alternate formats upon request.	
 

QUESTIONNAIRE – Engineer’s Report
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THE CORPORATION OF THE 
TOWN OF TECUMSEH 

 
Public Works & Environmental Services 

Report No.  26/17 
 

TO: Mayor and Members of Council 

FROM: Sam Paglia, P.Eng., Drainage Superintendent 

DATE OF REPORT: April 27, 2017 

DATE TO COUNCIL: May 23, 2017 

SUBJECT: East McPherson Drain – Reconsider Engineer’s Drainage Report 

 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
It is recommended: 
 

1. That the Reconsidered Drainage Report and specifications for the East McPherson Drain 
(“Drain”) as prepared by Ms. Halliday Pearson, P.Eng., and Mr. Don Joudrey, P.Eng., of Baird 
AE, Architecture & Engineering, dated April 11, 2017 (“Drainage Report”) be received; and 

 
2. That consideration be given to first and second readings of a provisional by-law to adopt the 

Drainage Report; and further 
 

3. That Notice be given to all affected landowners of the Court of Revision to be held on June 27, 
2017, at 6:30 pm in accordance with Section 46(1) of the Drainage Act subject to adoption of 
the provisional by-law. 

 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
The Town received a Request for Repair and Improvement of a Municipal Drain on September 9, 2013, 
in accordance with Section 78 of the Drainage Act (“Act”). 
 
On September 24, 2013, Council accepted the recommendation by the Drainage Superintendent under 
Public Works & Environmental Services Report No. 42/13 and passed resolution RCM-316/13 as 
follows: 
 

THAT Crozier Baird Engineers be appointed Drainage Engineer to: 
a) Make and examination of the area requiring improvements on the East McPherson 

Drain as requested in the “Request for Repair and Improvement” of the East 
McPherson Drain, as submitted by Ralph Lutzmann and dated September 9, 2013; 
and 

b) Prepare a report in accordance with Section 78 of the Drainage Act. 

As recommended by the Manager, Engineering Services, under Report No. 
42/13, dated September 13, 2013.  

 
Two onsite meetings were held with all affected landowners. The first meeting was held October 16, 
2013 to discuss the proposed drainage work.  The second site meeting was held January 27, 2014 to 
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discuss the results of the drain survey.  A summary of the meetings is included in the Drain Report for 
consideration as per the requirements in the Act. 
 
The Town received a draft report dated March 17, 2014 for discussion at a public meeting and 
invitations were sent to landowners for a Public Information Centre (PIC) that was held on April 16, 
2014, in Council Chambers to discuss the content of the draft report. There were some concerns 
expressed at the meeting and are summarized in the Drainage Report for consideration.  
 
In accordance with Section 57 of the Act, Council, at its July 8, 2014 Meeting to Consider, referred the 
report back to the Engineer for reconsideration. 
 
A second PIC was held at Tecumseh Town Hall on September 14, 2016 to review the draft report dated 
June 7, 2016 and receive, document and respond to questions and concerns.  The meeting minutes 
are included in the attached report in Appendix A. 
 
 

COMMENTS  
 
The Town received the reconsidered report dated April 11, 2017 for distribution to landowners.  The 
Engineer reviewed and modified the Estimate of Cost; revised the limits of the drainage area; increased 
the Allowances for Damages; prepared revised Construction and Maintenance Schedules of 
Assessment; modified certain proposed works as requested by landowners; revised the allowance for 
construction inspection to more accurately reflect inspection services required based on similar projects 
recently completed in the Town of Tecumseh; and addressed landowner concerns expressed at the 
Meeting to Consider.  The proposed works are described within the body of the attached report and is 
provided to Council for consideration. 
 
Section 41 Notice of Drainage Works 
(1) Upon the filing the Engineer’s Drainage Report with the Clerk, and within 30 days of the filing, a 
copy of the Drainage Report was sent together with a notice of the date of the Council meeting at which 
the Drainage Report will be considered, to: 
 

1. Affected property owners, within the initiating municipality, according to the last revised 
assessment roll to be the owners of lands and roads assessed for the drainage works or for 
which compensation or other allowances have been provided in the report; 

2. The Clerk of every other municipality in which any land or road is assessed for drainage works 
or compensation, or other allowances provided in the Report; 

3. The Secretary-Treasurer of the Essex Region Conservation Authority (ERCA); 
4. Any railway, public utility or road authority affected by the report;  
5. The Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs; and 
6. The Director appointed for the purposes of the Drainage Act. 

 
Consideration by Council 
Subject to the discretion of Council, the Drainage Report may be: 

a. Referred back to the Drainage Engineer for reconsideration if it appears that there are, or 
may be errors in the report or for any other reason the report should be reconsidered ; or 

b. Provisionally approve by giving first and second readings to a Provisional By-law.    
 
Following provisional adoption of the By-law, a meeting of the Court of Revision shall be scheduled to 
allow any affected owner of land assessed for the drainage works to appeal their assessed costs 
subject to the following: 

a. Any land or road has been assessed too high or too low; or 
b. Any land or road that should have been assessed has not been assessed; or 
c. Due consideration has not been given as to type of use of land. 
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Approvals  
Correspondence with the Essex Regional Conservation Authority (ERCA) has been continuous and an 
application for approval under Section 28 of the Conservation Authorities Act will be required for the 
works as recommended under the Drainage Report.  
 
The Town of Tecumseh conducted a self-assessment in respect to the Federal requirements of the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) at http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/index-eng.html.  It 
has been determined that this project does not require a formal review by DFO because the Drain is 
considered a Class F drain.  This does not eliminate the requirements under the Fisheries Act (R.S.C., 
1985, c. F-14) to avoid causing serious harm to fish by following best practices such as minimizing the 
duration of in-water work and respecting the timing windows to protect fish. 
 
Based on the comments above, it is recommended: 
1. That the Reconsidered Drainage Report and specifications for the East McPherson Drain (“Drain”) 

as prepared by Ms. Halliday Pearson, P.Eng., and Mr. Don Joudrey, P.Eng., of Baird AE, 
Architecture & Engineering, dated April 11, 2017 (“Drainage Report”) be received; and 

2. That consideration be given to first and second readings of a provisional by-law to adopt the 
Drainage Report; and further 

3. That the Clerk give notice to all affected landowners of the Court of Revision to be held on June 27, 
2017, at 6:30 pm in accordance with Section 46(1) of the Drainage Act subject to adoption of the 
provisional by-law. 
 

 

CONSULTATIONS 
 
Baird AE, Architecture & Engineering  
Director Financial Services & Treasurer  
Director Corporate Services & Clerk 
 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

Engineer's Estimates for the East Townline Drain 
Description  Estimate 

Construction  $ 102,520 

Incidentals  $ 58,000 
HST Payable (1.76% Non‐Recoverable)  $ 2,825 
Allowances/Compensation  $ 2,590 

Total     $ 165,935  

   

Assessment Summary 
Town of Tecumseh – Road Authority  $ 39,260 
Non‐Agricultural lands    $ 21,420  
Privately owned Agricultural lands    **$ 70,170  

Provincial Grants    *$ 35,085 

Total    $ 165,935  

**Represents 2/3 of the total value assessed to eligible lands.  

*Represents 1/3 recovered from OMAF (Provincial Grant)   
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As shown in the table above, a portion of a Section 78 assessment for drainage works to agricultural 
lands described in an engineer’s report are eligible for grants by the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) through the provisions set out in Sections 85, 86 and 87 of the Act.  
Upon completion of the application form, the Minister may pay to the treasurer of the Town 33 1/3 per 
cent of the assessments eligible for grant in accordance with the Agricultural Drainage Infrastructure 
Program. 
 
The Town of Tecumseh is a landowner on this project and has been assessed for Special Benefit, 
Benefit Liability and Outlet Liability in the Drainage Report. The Town has one (1) roadway that uses 
the Seventh Concession drain for stormwater conveyance – the 11th Concession Road.  The total land 
area of 1.54 hectares is assessed for $22,905 Special Benefit, $9,550 for Benefit and $6,805 for Outlet 
Liability, for a total assessment based on the Engineer’s estimate for the Repair and Improvement 
works of $39,260. 
 
The Town’s Municipal Drain Lifecycle Reserve is affected by this drainage project. Please see the table 
below. 
 

 
 
For assessments in excess of $5,000 the Town offers landowners the option of paying the balance plus 
interest over a five (5) year period; the annual payments are added as a special charge on their 
taxes.  The applicable interest rate is based on the prime lending rate at the time of financing. 
 
 
  

Municipal Drain Lifecycle Reserve -  February 28, 2017
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Reserve Balance Start of Year (est.) $171,462 $53,143 $123,143 $193,143 $263,143
Allocation $70,000 $70,000 $70,000 $70,000 $70,000
Road LC re 10th Conc. Windsor (5055) $226,000

Funds Available $467,462 $123,143 $193,143 $263,143 $333,143
Committed

South McPhee Drain (5014) $27,928
West Branch Delisle (5036) $15,414
O'Keefe (5044) $20,719
South Talbot/Holden Branch (5027) $23,020
McPherson East (5028) $39,260
South Malden (Lower) & Graham (5033) $12,443
10th Concession - Windsor (5055) $247,000
7th Conc & Extension (5047) $28,535

Balance Committed $414,319 $0 $0 $0 $0

Balance Uncommitted $53,143 $123,143 $193,143 $263,143 $333,143
Proposed

Total Proposed $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Balance Available $53,143 $123,143 $193,143 $263,143 $333,143
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LINK TO STRATEGIC PRIORITIES 
 
No. 2017-18 Strategic Priorities Applicable
   

1. 
Make the Town of Tecumseh an even better place to live, work and invest through 
a shared vision for our residents and newcomers. 

 

2. 
Ensure that the Town of Tecumseh’s current and future growth is built upon the 
principles of sustainability and strategic decision-making. 

 

3. 
Integrate the principles of health and wellness into all of the Town of Tecumseh’s 
plans and priorities. 

 

4. 
Steward the Town‘s “continuous improvement” approach to municipal service 
delivery to residents and businesses. 

 

5. 
Demonstrate the Town’s leadership role in the community by promoting good 
governance and community engagement, by bringing together organizations 
serving the Town and the region to pursue common goals. 

 

 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Not applicable  ☒ 
 
Website   ☐          Social Media   ☐          News Release   ☐          Local Newspaper   ☐ 
 
  

8



Report No. 26/17 
East McPherson Drain – Reconsider Engineer’s Drainage Report Page 6 of 6 
May 23, 2017 

 

This report has been reviewed by senior Administration as indicated below and recommended for 
submission by the CAO. 
 
 
Prepared by: 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Cheryl Curran, BES 
Clerk I – Administrative Clerk 
 

 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Sam Paglia, P.Eng. 
Drainage Superintendent 
 

 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Phil Bartnik, PMP, P.Eng.  
Manager Engineering Services 
 

 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Dan Piescic, P.Eng.  
Director Public Works & Environmental 
Services 
 

 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Laura Moy, Dip.M.M, CMM III HR Professional  
Director Financial Services & Treasurer 
 

 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Luc Gagnon, CPA, CA, BMath  
Director Financial Services & Treasurer 
 

 
Recommended by: 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Tony Haddad, MSA, CMO, CPFA 
Chief Administrative Officer 

 

 
 
Attachment: 
 

1. Reconsidered Drainage Report and specification for the East McPherson Drain, as prepared by 
Ms. Halliday Pearson, P.Eng., and Mr. Don Joudrey, P.Eng., of Baird AE, Architecture & 
Engineering, dated April 11, 2017 

  
 
CC 
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From: Cynthia Casagrande  
Sent: May-10-17 1:54 PM 
Subject: East McPherson Drain - Notice of Reconsideration 
  
Dear Laura and Sam: 
  
This office acknowledges receipt of the Notice of Reconsideration Meeting scheduled for May 23, 2017 
to consider the Final – Reconsideration Engineer’s Report for the East McPherson Drain.  Unfortunately, 
we are unable to attend this meeting. 
  
This office has received a copy of the Final – Reconsideration Drainage Report prepared by Baird AE 
Engineering Project No. 13‐093 for works to the East McPherson Drain.  We have reviewed this 
information and find it acceptable.  We will need an ERCA application for permit form and application 
fee of $800.00 for this project to proceed.  Please forward this information and/or alternative direction 
at your earliest convenience. 
  
If further information or clarification is required, please do not hesitate to contact this office. 
  
Yours truly, 
  

 

Cynthia	Casagrande 
Regulations	Coordinator 
Essex	Region	Conservation	Authority 
360	Fairview	Avenue	West,	Suite	311 
Essex		ON			N8M	1Y6 
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