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December 22, 2020         VIA EMAIL 
 
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority  
8195 8th Line 
Utopia, ON 
L0M 1T0 

 
RE: Bill 229 “Protect, Support and Recover from COVID19 Act – Schedule 6 – 
Conservation Authorities Act” 

 
At its meeting of December 14, 2020 Council passed the following resolution for your consideration:  
 

“That Administration BE DIRECTED to send correspondence in support of the 
Township of ESSA requesting that the Province of Ontario repeal Schedule 6 of the 
Budget Measures Act (Bill 229). Continue to work with conservation authorities to find 
workable solutions to reduce red tape and create conditions for growth, respect the 
current conservation authority and municipal relationships; and embrace their long-
standing partnership with the conservation authorities and provide them with the tools 
and financial resources they need to effectively implement their watershed management 
role.” 

 
Enclosed is a copy of the Township of ESSA’s resolution for convenience and reference purposes.  
 
Regards, 
 
 

 
Tammy Fowkes 
Deputy Clerk, Town of Amherstburg 
(519) 736-0012 ext. 2216 
tfowkes@amherstburg.ca 

 
 
 

mailto:tfowkes@amherstburg.ca


cc:  
 
Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario  
Email: premier@ontario.ca 
 
Rod Phillips, Minister of Finance 
Email: rod.phillips@pc.ola.org 
 
Jeff Yurek, Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks  
Email: jeff.yurek@pc.ola.org  
 
John Yakabuski, Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks  
Email: john.yakabuski@pc.ola.org  
 
Conservation Ontario – Kim Gavine  
Email: info@conservationontario.ca  
 
Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing  
Email: steve.clark@pc.ola.org 
 
Taras Natyshak, MPP 
Email: tnayshak-qp@ndp.on.ca   
 
Chris Lewis, MP  
Email: chris.lewis@parl.gc.ca  
 
Robert Auger, Town Solicitor, Legal and Legislative Services/Clerk - Town of Essex 
Email: rauger@essex.ca   
 
Jennifer Astrologo, Director of Corporate Services/Clerk - Town of Kingsville 
Email: jastrologo@kingsville.ca   
 
Agatha Robertson, Director of Council Services/Clerk - Town of LaSalle 
Email: arobertson@lasalle.ca   
 
Kristen Newman, Director of Legislative and Legal Services/Clerk - Town of Lakeshore 
Email: knewman@lakeshore.ca   
 
Brenda Percy, Municipal Clerk/Manager of Legislative Services - Municipality of Leamington 
Email: bpercy@leamington.ca   
  
Laura Moy, Director of Corporate Services/Clerk - Town of Tecumseh 
Email: lmoy@tecumseh.ca   
 
Mary Birch, Director of Council and Community Services/Clerk -County of Essex 
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Email: mbirch@countyofessex.ca   
 
Valerie Critchley, City Clerk – City of Windsor 
Email: clerks@citywindsor.ca  
 
Lisa Lehr, Township of Essa 
Email: llehr@essatownship.on.ca                   

 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
Email: amo@amo.on.ca 
 
Essex Region Conservation Authority (ERCA) 
Email: admin@erca.org  
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Corporation of the Township of Essa 
5786 County Road 21 

Telephone: (705) 424-9917 
Fax: (705) 424-2367 

Web Site: www.essatownship.on.ca Ulopia, Ontario 
LOMlT0 

Where Town and Country Meet 

November 19, 2020 

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority Sent by email 
8195 8th Line 
Utopia, ON 
L0M 1T0 

Attention: Doug Hevenor, Chief Administrative Officer NVCA 
Keith White, NVCA Board Chair 
Marlane McLeod, NVCA Vice Chair 

Re: Township of Essa Council Resolution No. CR204-2020 
Bill 229 "Protect, Support and Recover from COVID19 Act - Schedule 6 -
Conservation Authorities Act" 

Please be advised that at its meeting of November 18, 2020, Council of the Township of Essa. 
received a copy of information in relation to Bill 229 in addition to a verbal report from the NVCA 
Board Chair on the impacts to Conservation Authorities and the trickle effect to municipalities 
and citizens in Ontario should the Bill pass 

As a result of the discussions, Council of the Township of Essa passed the following Resolution: 

Resolution No: CR204-2020 Moved by: White Seconded by: Sander 

WHEREAS the Province has introduced Bill 229, Protect, Support and Recover from COVJD 19 
Act - Schedule 6 - ConseNation Authorities Act; and 

WHEREAS the Legislation introduces a number of changes and new sections that could 
remove and/or significantly hinder the conseNation authorities' role in regulating development, 
permit appeal process and engaging in review and appeal of planning applications; and 

WHEREAS we rely on the watershed expertise provided by local conseNation authorities to 
protect residents, property and local natural resources on a watershed basis by regulating 
development and engaging in reviews of applications submitted under the Planning Act; and 

WHEREAS the changes allow the Minister to make decisions without conseNation authority 
watershed data and expertise; and 

WHEREAS the Legislation suggests that the Minister will have the ability to establish standards 
and requirements for non-mandatory programs which are negotiated between the conseNation 
authorities and municipalities to meet local watershed needs; and 

WHEREAS municipalities believe that the appointment of municipal representatives on 
ConseNation Authority Boards should be a municipal decision, and the Chair and Vice Chair of 
the ConseNation Authority Board should be duly elected; and 



WHEREAS the changes to the 'Duty of Members' contradicts the fiduciary duty of a 
Conservation Authority Board member to represent the best interests of the conservation 
authority and its responsibility to the watershed; and 

WHEREAS conservation authorities have already been working with the Province, development 
sector and municipalities to streamline and speed up permitting and planning approvals through 
Conservation Ontario's Client Service and Streamlining Initiative; and 

WHEREAS changes to the legislation will create more red tape and costs for the conservation 
authorities, and their municipal partners, and potentially result in delays in the development 
approval process; and 

WHEREAS municipalities value and rely on the natural habitats and water resources within our 
jurisdiction for the health and we/I-being of residents; municipalities value the conservation 
authorities' work to prevent and manage the impacts of flooding and other natural hazards; and 
municipalities value the conservation authority's work to ensure safe drinking water; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 

• THAT the Province of Ontario repeal Schedule 6 of the Budget Measures Act (Bill 229) 
• THAT the Province continue to work with conservation authorities to find workable 

solutions to reduce red tape and create conditions for growth 
• THAT the Province respect the current conservation authority and municipal 

relationships; and 
• THAT the Province embrace their long-standing partnership with the conservation 

authorities and provide them with the tools and financial resources they need to 
effectively implement their watershed management role. 

----Carried-----

Sirce5ety, 

~ee__Q 
~-, Lisa Lehr, GMO 

Clerk 

cc. Conservation Ontario - Kim Gavine, General Manager 
Conservation Ontario - Wayne Emmerson, Chair 
Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
Honourable Rod Phillips, Minister of Finance 
Honourable Jeff Yurek, Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
Honourable John Yakabuski, Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry 
Honourable Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 




