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T 905.835.2900 ext 106 F 905.834.5746  
E  amber.lapointe@portcolborne.ca 
 

Corporate Services Department 
Clerk’s Division 

PORT COLBORNE 

January 22, 2021 
 
The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario     VIA E-MAIL 
Legislative Building, Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON  M7A 1Y7 
 
Dear Premier Ford: 

 
Re: Resolution – Drainage Matters on Canadian National Railway Lands  

 
Please be advised that, at its meeting of December 14, 2020, the Council of The Corporation of 
the City of Port Colborne resolved as follows: 
 

That the resolution received from the Municipality of Southwest Middlesex Re: 
Drainage Matters on Canadian National Railway Lands, be supported. 
 

A copy of the above noted resolution is enclosed for your reference. Your favourable 
consideration of this request is respectfully requested.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Amber LaPointe 
City Clerk 
 
Encl. 

 
ec: Hon. Omar Alghabra, Federal Minister of Transport  

Hon. Ernie Hardeman, Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 
Hon. Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Chris Bittle, MP St. Catharines 
Tony Baldinelli, MP Niagara Falls 
Vance Badawey, MP Niagara Centre 
Dean Allison, MP Niagara West 
Jennifer Stevens, MPP St. Catharines 
Wayne Gates, MPP Niagara Falls 
Jeff Burch, MPP Niagara Centre 
Sam Oosterholf, MPP Niagara West 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
Ontario Municipalities 
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Municipality of Southwest Middlesex 

fl<c~5f:' be advi5ed t hat the Caunc:I of SOL1thwest f'lliddlesex p2s$ed ,he fo;lowing rP.wl,.1,011 ;i: ft's 

N(tv<;r•,IH-« ?.'i•l07C C<Juncil meeting: 

Dnin;,ge Motters: CN R~ il 

Mr>ved tiy Councillci· lv1c:Gill 

'\(Jcnnded hy Councillor Vi 1· k 

"WHEREAS' municipalities are facilitators of the provincial proces!'> under the Drainage Act 

providing l0nd owners to enter into .agreements to constn1ct or improve drains, ,md for the 

cle!mocratic r1ror.P.dure for the con~truction, improvement and maintenance of drninage works; 

and 

WHEREAS municipal dr-a in infri!,structure ;md rnilway track infrastructure in tersect in many 

areas in Ontario; and 

WHEREAS coordination with national railways is required for the Cl:ltlstruction or tmprovement 

of drains that benefit or intersect with national railways; and 

WHEREAS th!! nat,onal railways have h,storlcally p<1r~lcipMcd Jn the process, for cons truction, 

improvement an(l maintenance of drain-age work~; .ind 

WHtHEAS currnntly municipalit ies arc cxpcric:ndng ;:i lack of coordination with national r11ilways 

on c(rain .1gt- projects; and 

WHEREAS tho lack of coordination is rcsulth1g it1 projects being significantly delayed or 

cancelled wilhin a year; ar\d 

W H~REAS munlcipal drains remove excess water to support public and private Infrastructure 

and agricultural operations; 

THEHHORE be it resolved that u,c Pt·ovince of dntario work with the Federal Minister of 

Transportation to address concerns regarding municipal drainage matters and need for 

coordination with the national railways; and 

THAT Council circulate the resolution to the Provincial Ministers of Agriculture, Food, ar,d Rura l 

Affairs, and Munitipal Affairs and Housing, and th.! Federal Minister of Transportatio't1, tl1~ local 

MP and MPP, the Association of Municlpallties of Ontario, and all municipalit1 es." 
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M11nicip<1li :y nf Soulhwc:,;1 Middk:sr:x Rn~ni11tion i!70i0-i74 Carried 

Sir.ccr0ly, 

)__, ) 

Cc: ThP. I lonor~bl!:! M~rc G,rrd!:!i:lU, Minister of Tr,m:;p1J:-t 

Thf; I lonor .ible rrnie I lorderna·:, Mnder of t,gticulture, ' Hod and Kur<:11 Affairs 

M:m 1-.: JV,t:l\loughtcm, Mrr I ,rnbwn-MiddlesP.X-1 ondon 

l.i2n11!-! Rood, MP I ~rnbton-~P.nt-1\/iddliit;ex 
I he A~scx:ic11.inn of J-111,nicipali tir.s of Ont;;, io 

Al I On:,~ rio 1Vh1 r ici P" Iii if::; 
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