
Attachment 7 

Relevant County of Essex Official Plan Policies 

 “1.5  GOALS FOR A HEALTHY COUNTY 

The long-term prosperity and social well-being of the County depends on 
maintaining strong, sustainable and resilient communities, a clean and 
healthy environment and a strong economy. To this end, the policies of 
this Plan have been developed to achieve the following goals for a healthy 
County of Essex: 
… 

c) To direct the majority of growth (including intensification and affordable
housing), and investment (infrastructure and community services and
facilities) to the County's Primary Settlement Areas. These Primary
Settlement Areas will serve as focal points for civic, commercial,
entertainment and cultural activities.

d) To encourage reduced greenhouse gas emissions and energy
consumption in the County by promoting built forms and transportation
systems that create more sustainable, efficient, healthy, and liveable
communities.

e) To create more mixed use, compact, pedestrian-oriented development
within designated and fully serviced urban settlement areas.

f) To provide a broad range of housing choices, employment and leisure
opportunities for a growing and aging population.

3.2 SETTLEMENT AREAS 

3.2.2  Goals 

The following goals are established for those lands designated as settlement 
areas on Schedule “A1”: 

a) Support and promote public and private re-investment in the Primary
Settlement Areas

b) To support and promote healthy, diverse and vibrant settlement areas
within each of the seven Essex County municipalities where all county



residents, including special interest and needs groups can live, work and 
enjoy recreational opportunities. 

 
c)  To promote development within Primary Settlement Areas that is compact, 

mixed-use, pedestrian oriented, with a broad range of housing types, 
services and amenities available for residents from all cultural, social and 
economic backgrounds. 

 
d)  To promote the creation of public places within all neighbourhoods that 

foster a sense of community pride and well-being and create a sense of 
place; 

 
… 
 
i)  Promote residential intensification within Primary Settlement Areas, and to 

a lesser extent, within full serviced secondary settlement areas. 
 
3.2.4  Primary Settlement Areas 
 

Primary Settlement Areas are the largest and traditional centres of settlement 
and commerce in the County. Protection of these communities by focusing 
growth and investment is a priority of the County. 

 
3.2.4.1  Policies 
 

The following policies apply to Primary Settlement Areas: 
 

a) Primary Settlement Areas shall be the focus of growth and public/private 
investment in each municipality. 

 
b)  Primary Settlement Areas shall have full municipal sewerage services and 

municipal water services and stormwater management services, a range 
of land uses and densities, a healthy mixture of housing types including 
affordable housing options and alternative housing forms for special needs 
groups, and be designed to be walkable communities with public transit  
options. 

 
c)  Local municipal Official Plans shall establish appropriate land uses in 

accordance with the policies of this Plan. 
 
d)  All new development within Primary Settlement Areas shall only occur on 

full municipal water services and municipal sewage services… 
 



… 
 
i)  Cost effective development patterns and those which will minimize land 

consumption and reduce servicing costs are encouraged. Land use 
patterns which may cause environmental, heritage preservation or public 
health and safety concerns shall be avoided. 

 
3.2.6  General Settlement Area Policies 

 
The following policies apply to all “Settlement Areas” identified on 
Schedule “A1” of this Plan: 
 
… 

 
b)  The County supports residential intensification within Primary Settlement 

Areas. 
 
… 
 
d)  Local Official Plans are encouraged to establish land requirement needs 

based on densities which meet the following: 
 

i)  Efficiently use land, resources, infrastructure and public service 
facilities. 

 
ii)  Avoid the need for unnecessary and/or uneconomical expansion of 

infrastructure. 
 
iii)  Support the use of public transit where available or where it can be 

provided in future years. 
 
iv)  Are appropriate to the type of sewage and water systems which are 

planned or available. 
 

e)  Local Official Plans are encouraged to provide for an appropriate range of 
housing types and densities to meet projected requirements of current and 
future residents of the regional market area as outlined below: 

 
i)  Maintaining at all times the ability to accommodate residential growth 

for a minimum of 10 years through residential intensification,  
redevelopment and if necessary, lands which are designated and 
available as defined by Provincial Policy. 

 



ii)  Maintaining at all times, where new development is to occur, at least 
a 3 year supply of residential units available through lands suitably 
zoned to facilitate residential intensification and redevelopment, and 
land in draft approved and registered plans. 

 
iii)  Permitting and facilitating all forms of housing, including special 

needs housing, required to meet the social, health and well-being 
requirements of current and future residents. 

 
f)  Local Official Plans are encouraged to provide opportunities for 

redevelopment, intensification and revitalization in areas that have 
sufficient existing or planned infrastructure. 

 
3.2.7  Intensification & Redevelopment 
 

The County encourages well-planned intensification development projects in the 
Settlement Areas to encourage more efficient use of land and municipal 
infrastructure, renew urban areas and to facilitate economic and social benefits 
for the community. 
 
The County also specifically encourages residential intensification and 
redevelopment within Primary Settlement Areas in order to increase their 
vitality, offer a range of housing choices, efficiently use land and optimize the 
use of infrastructure and public service facilities.” 

 


