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By Randy Spencer / OntarioOval.com — This spring will mark the 20th
anniversary of the final season of stock car racing in Canada’s
southernmost city of Windsor. It’s been 20 years since the thunder of
cars on the old Highway 2 oval have been heard, but several
websites are helping to keep the memories alive.

Racing in Windsor first started back in 1948 and that original track
closed in 1952. Dayus Speedway followed and ran from 1951-1958.
Bluebird Raceway operated from 1959 until it closed in 1962. The
final track opened to go karts in 1960 and was known as Pratt
Raceway. The following year the go kart track was changed to a 1/4
mile flat dirt track and the name of the track was changed to
Checker Flag Raceway. Vintage cars from the 30’s and 40’s raced
under sanction of the Western Ontario Stock Car Racing Association.
In the early days a few of the stars included, Stan “The Man” Earish,
Joe Holden and “Speedy” Jack Monaghan. In 1966, the track
expanded to 1/3 mile banked oval and 1,000 new seats were added.
Three years later the track grew once again, this time to a 3/8 mile
oval and even more seating was added.

1974 brought a big change to racing in Windsor. The name of the
track was changed to the Checker Flag International Raceway to
help attract more American drivers and to better reflect the fact that
NASCAR was now the new sanctioning body over the track. Some of
the biggest players in racing at the time in Canada became major
sponsors at the track. Export ‘A" and Molson Breweries came on
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1974 brought a big change to racing in Windsor. The name of the
track was changed to the Checker Flag International Raceway to
help attract more American drivers and to better reflect the fact that
NASCAR was now the new sanctioning body over the track. Some of
the biggest players in racing at the time in Canada became major
sponsors at the track. Export ‘A’ and Molson Breweries came on
board and the track was completely revamped. The track was paved,
new cement walls were added with new lighting and fencing also
installed. John Fahringer headed a group of new owners that
included Jack Monaghan. Fahringer started as a spectator, but
quickly moved to car owner, driver and President of the the Western
Ontario Stock Car Racing Association. Big name drivers regularly
appeared like Jack Monaghan, Jerry Makara, Joy Fair, Jr. Hanley, Earl
Ross, Norm Lelliott and Joe Ruttman, who later raced in NASCAR,
won a 100 lap invitational in '74.

As racing continued through the 70’s and 80’s fans were entertained
by some of the finest racing around. Dor Mallat | an Canvillan Bob
Merrifield, Jr. Hanley and Jack Monagh O Downloading 1in the
fans. Big invitational events brought the fans out as well as big
sponsors and big paydays for the racers. In 1986 the Coca Cola 100
for Super Late Models had a top prize of $1,200 to the winner. That
would be well over $2,400 today. Amazing how the purses have been
shrinking ever since. Entering the 90’s, attendance at the track was
starting to dwindle and the land was worth more money not being
run as a race track. Issues on the track as well as with surrounding
home owners concerned by the noise seemed to put the final nail in
the coffin of racing in Windsor. As | mentioned there are some very
interesting, informative and great historical websites with thousands
of pictures devoted to the history of racing in Windsor. Please visit
them:



Checker Flag Speedway
Windsor, ON

Years in Operation: 1961-1992

Name History:

Checker Flag Raceway (1961-1973)

Checker Flag International Speedway (1974-1983)
Checker Flag Motor Speedway (1984-7?)

Windsor Speedway (1992)

Track Configurations:

1/4 mile dirt oval (1961-1966)
1/3 mile dirt oval (1966-68)

3/8 mile dirt oval (1969-1973)
3/8 mile paved oval (1974-1992)

Status
Closed

Photos:

Photos will appear in a new window



Checker Flag Speedway
Windsor, ON

Other Information

Years in Operation: 1961-1992

Name History:
Checker Flag Raceway (1961-1973) Program Covers
Checker Flag International Speedway (1974-1983)

Checker Flag Motor Speedway (1984-7)

Windsor Speedway (1992)

Track Configurations:

1/4 mile dirt oval (1961-1966)
1/3 mile dirt oval (1966-68)

3/8 mile dirt oval (1969-1973)
3/8 mile paved oval (1974-1992)

Status
Closed

Notes:
* Originally started out as a go-kart track, known as Pratt Raceway

* The land and go-kart track was owned by Francis Pratt who wanted to open a stock car track instead
¢ He found two partners - Herman Modlinsky and Dennis Fauteaux

* 1961 - a group of drivers formed the Western Ontario Stock Car Racing Association

most of the drivers had competed at Tilbury, Dayus, Bluebird

In the early years the cars were 230s coupes and coaches

The track shut down for a week in late May of 1966 to be reconfigured as a 1/3 mile

Herman Modlinsky died in 1966 and Francis Pratt sold his share to Dennis Fateaux's sons Gary and Ron
* 1967 ( Semi-Late Models were introduced: £57 Chevs and Fords

* 1967- Coupes became the Sportsman class

Bought by Jack Monahan, John Fahringer and Mark Cable in February of 1974

1974 0 NASCAR Canada was the sanction, Camaros and Firebirds were common

Tom Hannan was the promoter in 1977-79

Super Late Models were the top division until 1984

Sold to Bob Robinson (who had been promoter) in 1983

1984 Street Stocks became Late Model Sportsman and Thunder and Thumpers were added

1985 added the Canadian National Stock Car class G Monte Carlos, Regals, Thunderbirds

By 1987 City of Windsor had grown and was getting close to the track. Large homes were right next door

Track closed at the end of the 1992 season to become a subdivision
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Jack “ Speedy “ Monaghan
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# 23 Larry LaMay
# 78 Don Mallat
# 40 Jim Aldrich
g B = 7 03 Jack Monaghan
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# 78 Don Mallat

# 40 Jim Aldrich
# 03 Jack Monaghan|
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