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March 3, 2023
Good morning/afternoon,

Ontario is taking action to streamline and modernize its almost 50-year-old
environmental assessment process that is too slow, unnecessarily burdensome and
costly, to build Ontario while continuing to protect the environment. As part of this plan,
we are making practical changes that would ensure strong environmental oversight
while reducing delays to get shovels in the ground on projects that matter most to
Ontario communities.

Today, on behalf of the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, | am
writing to let you know that the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (EA) has
been amended as part of the ministry’s work on EA modernization.

Over the last three years, our modernization efforts have focused on ensuring strong
environmental oversight while reducing delays on infrastructure projects that matter
most to Ontario communities. This process includes considering input from stakeholders
and Indigenous communities and streamlining requirements for low-risk municipal
infrastructure projects, while maintaining strong environmental oversight and protection.

In 2019, the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks invited the
proponents of class environmental assessments to review their assessment process
and to propose changes to reduce duplication and better align assessment
requirements with risk. We started consulting with municipalities, government agencies
and Indigenous communities on the proposed amendments to the Municipal Class EA
in 2020. | want to thank all who have offered feedback on the proposed amendments,
through submitting comments, participating in webinars and correspondence. We have
considered all comments received during the consultation, in addition to conducting our
own analysis before the minister decided on the proposed amendments to the Municipal
Class EA.

After careful consideration, the decision was made to approve many of the proposed
amendments to the Municipal Class EA, including amendments proposed by the
ministry. Various changes were made to the Municipal Class EA to update project
schedules to better align the level of assessment with the environmental impact of the
project. By looking at smarter, more modern ways of doing business, we’re making sure
important public services and infrastructure projects can get off the ground faster
without unnecessary costs and delays.
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Based on input received from Indigenous communities and Ministry of Citizenship and
Multiculturalism (formerly the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport) regarding the need
to ensure the protection of archaeological resources and burial sites, an archaeological
screening process will be required for various project types that are now eligible for
exemption. The exemption will be conditional on the completion and outcome of the
screening. The archaeological screening process consists of three questions with links
to various tools and criteria developed under the Ontario Heritage Act. Proponents must
carry out the specified research and consultation to accurately respond to each
question, including consultation with Indigenous Communities, municipal governments,
and Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism, and may require the assistance of a
licensed archaeologist. A project that the screening process applies to would not be
exempt unless the archaeological screening process is completed as required, project
documentation maintained and all mitigation measures that are identified through the
screening process are implemented.

Please see Appendix 1 of the Municipal Class EA for more information on the new
archaeological screening process.

Detailed information on the approved amendments to the Municipal Class EA, including
the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks’ reasons for making the
amendments, can be found at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-5069. The changes are
effective as of the date of posting on the Environmental Registry of Ontario, March 3,
2023.

Proponents authorized to proceed with projects through the Municipal Class EA are
required to proceed in accordance with the transition provisions set out in the amended
Municipal Class EA, as it came into effect on March 3, 2023. Municipalities should
review the amended Municipal Class EA to determine the impact on their project.

If you have any questions, please contact Stephen Deneault, Project Officer, by e-mail
at: Stephen.Deneault@ontario.ca and the Environmental Assessment Modernization
Team at: EAModernization.MECP@ontario.ca.

Sincerely,

A. Cvow

Annamaria Cross
Director, Environmental Assessment Modernization Branch
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
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